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John Ashbery on Rimbaud: "absolute modernity was for him the acknowledging of the 
simultaneity of all of life, the condition that nourishes poetry at every second." 
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John Barth, The Sot-Weed Factor 


"Perversity, Mr. Mitchell!" the Laureate scolded. "You've parted company now with Plato and 
Shakespeare, and with every other gentleman as well!" 

"Europa, Leda, and Pasiphaé are my sisters; my offspring are the Minotaur, and the Gorgons, 
and the Centaurs, the beast-headed gods of the Egyptians, and all the handsome royalty of the 
fairy tales, that must be loved in the form of toads and geese and bears. | love the world, sir, 
and so make love to it! | have sown my seed in men and women, in a dozen sorts of beasts, in 
the barky boles of trees and the honeyed wombs of flowers; | have dallied on the black breast of 
the earth, and clipped her fast; | have wooed the waves of the see, impregnated the four winds, 
and flung my passion skywards to the stars!" 
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Allen Ginsberg 

The Art of Poetry No. 8 
Interviewed by Thomas Clark 
Paris Review Spring 1966 


And suddenly it came over me in the bookstore again, and | was in the eternal place once more, 
and | looked around at everybody’s faces, and | saw all these wild animals! Because there was 
a bookstore clerk there who | hadn't paid much attention to, he was just a familiar fixture in the 


bookstore scene and everybody went in the bookstore every day like me, because downstairs 
there was a café and upstairs there were all these clerks that we were all familiar with—this guy 
had a very long face, you know some people look like giraffes. So he looked kind of giraffish. He 
had a kind of a long face with a long nose. | don’t know what kind of sex life he had, but he must 
have had something. But anyway | looked in his face and | suddenly saw like a great tormented 
soul—and he had just been somebody whom I’d regarded as perhaps a not particularly beautiful 
or sexy character, or lovely face, but you Know someone familiar, and perhaps a pleading cousin 
in the universe. But all of a sudden | realized that he knew also, just like | knew. And that 
everybody in the bookstore knew, and that they were all hiding it! They all had the 
consciousness, it was like a great unconscious that was running between all of us that 
everybody was completely conscious, but that the fixed expressions that people have, the 
habitual expressions, the manners, the mode of talk, are all masks hiding this consciousness. 
Because almost at that moment it seemed that it would be too terrible if we communicated to 
each other on a level of total consciousness and awareness each of the other—like it would be 
too terrible, it would be the end of the bookstore, it would be the end of civ—not civilization, but 
in other words the position that everybody was in was ridiculous, everybody running around 
peddling books to each other. Here in the universe! Passing money over the counter, wrapping 
books in bags and guarding the door, you know, stealing books, and the people sitting up 
making accountings on the upper floor there, and people worrying about their exams walking 
through the bookstore, and all the millions of thoughts the people had—you know, that I’m 
worrying about—whether they’re going to get laid or whether anybody loves them, about their 
mothers dying of cancer or, you know, the complete death awareness that everybody has 
continuously with them all the time—all of a sudden revealed to me at once in the faces of the 
people, and they all looked like horrible grotesque masks, grotesque because hiding the 
knowledge from each other. Having a habitual conduct and forms to prescribe, forms to fulfill. 
Roles to play. But the main insight | had at that time was that everybody knew. Everybody knew 
completely everything. Knew completely everything in the terms that | was talking about. 


solit with our 








a little o 
wha combs 

by the window 
in my beans 
we wait with 
e oval eye 


by thigh thee 
of tolerance 

a new vision 
what -- Rimbaud 
-- which was 


so and is 


wrote like Rimbaud 





this verbal universe 





ancient grey hour 
trying on the time 


Rimbaud solit with our 
like a little o 

wrote wha combs 
universe by the window 
verbal in my beans 
this we wait with 

hour e oval eye 

grey by thigh thee 
ancient of tolerance 
time a new vision 

the what -- Rimbaud 


on -- which was 





trying so and is 


climb very Rimbaud solit with our 





initiations forth like Blake pain 








like a depths window little o 


wrote wha combs sudden simultaneous 





universe by the golden sunflower window 


verbal in desire my gravity beans 
this we wait unforgettable with peculiar 


- 


hour infinite oval tenderness ey 








room hallucination twice gravel poems 





ancient of tolerance weary and sudden 
time a new vision had placed their 
shoe in the sky harbor bricks began 
the what -- Rimbaud solidification 
backyard immediately on -- which was 





trying so and is worlds or forget it 





trying backward the shoe time ancient room hour 





so immediately what in a new hallucination 





infinite we desire the combs 


this 


we WwW 





bpee 
bite 
bait 
bent 
unfo 
rget 
tabl 
e wi 
th p 
ecul 
i,ar 
hour 
o,ur 
sour 
flow 
e,xrs 


infi 


nite 
oval 
tend 
erne 
ss: t 
ende 
ncie 
s ey 
e ro 


om oO 


broo 


a ‘tO 





e mo 
onn 
o ha 
lluc 
inat 
i,on 
twic 
e gr 
avel 
unra 
vels 
reve 
Iss; “¢ 


evea 





oemMms 


ancl 


scen 
t of 
tole 


ranc 





e sp 
e,nt 
wear 
yan 
d su 


dden 
a,nd 
sodd 
en a 
nd b 
lear 
y ti 
me a 
n,ew 
visi 
on h 
ad 
ad 
ad 
ad 
ad 
ad 
ad 
l,ad 
ha,d 
plac 
ed t 
heir 





OS oOo bow bs 


shoe 
int 
he s 
ky h 
arbo 
re br 
icks 
bega 
n th 
e wh 


mbau 
d so 
lidi 


££ 


fica 





tion 
back 
yard 
imme 


diat 
el,y 
on - 


i,ch 
wa,s 
try 
ng s 
o an 
dis 
worl 
ds o 
r fo 
rget 
it c 
limb 
very 
Rimb 
au,d 
soli 
t wi 
tho 
> A 
naar 
atio 
ns £ 
orth 
like 
Blak 
e pa 





aon:. :al: 
ik,e 
a de 
pths 
wind 
ow 1 
ittl 


e, O 





wrot 
e wh 
a co 
mb,s 
sudd 


en s 
imul 
tane 
o,us 
univ 
erse 
by t 
he g 
olde 





nflo 
w,er 
wind 
Ow V 
erba 
1 in 
desi 
re m 
y grt 
avit 
y be 
an,s 


02.19.2015 


effects learn howeve 
or do worldworlds 





detective trying to silt 
experience ort and and 
luxurious smuua experiei 
no essax sut lang 
duration fund of an oar 


pres 


is not job informatic 





moments predominan 





in daily life structuralx 
with other govermi if mir 





awake at significantly 





their particularly century 











in daily life necessarily structuralx 
with other govermi if apocalyptic mir 





effects learn American howeve 

or do book worldworlds 

detective trying to body silt 
experience ort and shriek and 
luxurious smuua adjusted experiei 
no essax sut suit lung lang soot 
duration fund of an heaving oar 
is not job method informatic 





moments piercing predominan 
awake at Rimbaud significantly 








their particularly finished century 





in daily projection life 





necessarily footnote structuralx 
with other vibrations govermi 
if apocalyptic heated mir 











Par a 


effects learn elevator American 





body howeve breathing 
or do unknown book abundance 
unobstructed worldworlds hollow 
detective trying quality to 
body dreaming silt 





experience ort ecstatic and 





shriek rhetorical and exaggeration 





luxurious crazy-wisdom smuua adjusted 





xperiei preparing 





no essax sut un-grounded 
suit lung tongue lang 


loot soot suite 
duration fund of meat meant mouth 
and heaving oar or roar 





is not job jab rob 





method informatic strange phrasings or rules 





moments piercing predominan in waste lake fiv 
awake at Rimbaud cooked poetry over cups 





Significantly will pick up your laundry 











their particularly finished furnished 





£ 


century refurbished 





experience 
ort ecstat 
ic and sno 
rt sort sh 
riek rheto 
rical beak 
and exagge 
ration egg 
s luxuriou 
S crazy-wi 
sdom smuua 
aura arena 
adjusted e 
xperiei pr 
eparing pa 
iring pear 
Ss no essax 
snow sut u 
n-grounded 
such now n 
o suit lun 
g tongue 1 
ang loot s 
oot suiite 


duration f 
und of mea 
t meant mo 
uth co,uth 
sout,h and 
heaving oa 
r or roars 





heavens ha 
ven is not 
job jab ro 
b method i 
nfor,matic 
strange ph 
rasings or 
rules mome 
nts puling 
mules pull 
ed cullled 
sullied pi 








ercing pie 
s sing pre 
dominan in 
waste lake 
five lands 
awake at R 
imbaud coo 
ked poetry 
ovver cups 
Significan 
tly will p 
ick up you 
r laund,ry 
their part 


ea 


icularly f 





a 


inished fu 
rnished ce 


ve} 


ntury refu 








rbished in 
furry fish 
daily proj 
ection lif 
e necessar 
ily footno 


te structu 





ralxx with 
other vibr 
ations gov 
ermi if ap 
ocaly,ptic 
heated mir 
effects le 
arn elevat 
or America 
n body how 
eve hoveri 
ng bodhisa 
ttva breat 
hing or do 
unknown bo 
ok abundan 
ce barn da 
nce unobst 
ructed wor 
ldworlds h 
ollow dete 
ctive tryi 





ng quality 
to body dr 
eaming sil 
CECECCCE EL 


mag vulgax theii elega 
had mag mad hagger 

but i got a red ocean 

of actuality slivers. 


sink swimming hieroglyphyll 





sornt of schoels 


and hyb thyd 


anti-war perfume removement 





whatever 
became o 
f the fa 
miliar p 





articula 


percent and 1 publisc 
yove use 

naked brain-charges 
neuronotional 

thus zap zigzag zippers 
certainly monuexperi 
mental 


revolutionary wave of fumes 





copier forklift needles 
anarch of trumps needs 


Pos 


nor self-annexed 





legitimart 
so irxresponsible reliterary 





(that was after, 

the next step. wandering 
handlebars burnt 

washing machine, it was 

soap weather, you could tell, 
letters in the eye 





were our lottery, between 





the frostbite and 





the bitterroot. petroleum, 
at loose among the 

beans, an organic wind 
whirled around 

the snow-jelly. one 

time, in the Little Red 
Usury, thinning the 
structural intellect 


ie 


of its empire, th 








comb and bridge based 
research grocery, which 








later became a left-wing 
newspaper. they 
calculated what would be 
too much and then 


eliminated apartment 





apparatus had left the 
light on being perspiration 


_ 








rom official hallways, 








looking fine. undergrox 


Pa 





roir could rradical 
thirty football, down 
with the young in their 








broken torpedo, stuffed instead. 


whirled around 
the snow-jelly 
one the bitter 
root petroleum 
, at loose amo 
ng the soap we 
ather, you cou 
ld the frostbi 
te and handleb 
ars burnt wash 





ing machine, i 





t was beans, a 


n organic wind 
tell letters i 





n the eye copi 





vas 


er forklift ne 
edles with the 


young in their 





anarch of trum 





ps needs nor s 
elf-annexed fr 


om official ha 








llways, calcul 








ated what woul 
d be the, next 
step wandering 
too much and t 
hen eliminated 
apartment brok 





en torpedo, st 





uffed inste,ad 
appparatus had 
left the looki 
ng fine underg 





rox newsp,aper 
they froir cou 
ld rradical th 
irty football, 
down lig,ht on 





being perspira 





tion legitimar 





t research gro 
cery, which la 
ter became a 1 
eft-wing com,b 
and bridge bas 
ed so irxrespo 
nsible reliter 





vas 


ary of its emp 
ire, the (that 





£ 


was after, wer 





e our lottery, 
between tiiime 
, in the Littl 
e Red Usury, t 











hin 
ruc 
lec 


tural intel 











eye FG 


ning the st 


llect 


taped step wandering 


too and an earlier 
hen eliminated that 


did 


much and t 


apartment here, 
en torpedo, st 


brok 


uffed long, inste,ad 








around the 


appparatus anti-monumental had 





left the looki 
ng fine handwrit 





underground 


ting underg 


rox newsp,aper documented 


they froir scrawled cou 





erotic ld rradical 





th 
between irty football, 


lettrist down lig,ht on 


being soldiers perspira 





tion clown legitimar 





t research poodle gro 


cery, 


which cats la 


ter collapse became a l 


eft-wing language com,b 


skew and bridge bas 


ed middle-class so irxrespo 


nsible rel 


iter notes 





ary of its emp composed 


ire, the 





= 


fragment 


as 


was celebrates after, 


reveals e our lottery, 
anarchic be 











(that 


wer 


tween tiiime 


, in the backdrop Littl 


e television 
hinning the st 





diary 








ructural masks, 
lect, te llect 
whirled f] 


the snow-jelly 





ves 





flesh, 


Red collages Usury, 


sea intel 
contours 


lash, frozen around 


lightning 


t 


one the bitter illuminated 





root petroleum snapshot 





, at loose resolves amo 


ng the soap tree we 





ather, you stomach cou 
ld the crawling frostbi 





te and cage, zoo, branches handleb 
ars burnt atypical wash 





ing machine, i mirror 





t was beans detach, a 
n organic recollections wind 





tell letters i impersonal 








n the eye annual copi 


- 





er forklift conduit ne 





edles with the pallet jack 





young in their quasi-colonial 





anarch of trum 
ps anthropological needs nor s 
elf-annexed punctuations fr 





7 ex} 


om official automatic ha 





llways, inexplicable calcul 





ated what walking woul 
d be the, next teeth 





root 
petr 
oleu 
msn 
apsh 
ot | 
oot, 
at | 
oose 
reso 
Ives 
am,o 
hat, 
b,at 
ng t 


hes 
0,ap 
soup 
S,ap 
tree 
we t 
ree 
athe 
Ly 
ous 
toma 
che 
ould 
couc 
h th 
e cr 
awili 
ng f 
rost 
bite 
b, it 
bite 
boat 
a,nd 
cage 
, ZO 
0, b 
ranc 
he,s 
hand 
eb 
ar,s 
burn 
t at 
ypic 
al w 
as,h 
ing 
mach 
ine, 
imi 
rror 
twa 


s be 
a,ns 
deta 
c,h, 
ano 
rgan 
icr 
ecol 
lect 
ions 
wind 
tell 
lett 
e,rs 
iim 
pers 
onal 
nth 
e ey 
ean 
nual 
copi 
er f 
orkl 
if,t 
cond 
u, it 
need 
les 
with 
th,e 
pall 
et j 
ack, 
youn 
gin 
thei 
rqu 
asi- 
colo 
nial 
anar 
cho 


f tr 
umps 
anth 
ropo 
logi 
ca, | 
need 
sno 
rs 
elf- 
anne 
xe,d 
punc 
tuat 
ions 
from 
foam 
of o 
ffic 
ia,| 
form 
auto 
mati 
cha 
llwa 
yS,, 
inex 
plic 
able 
calc 
ulat 
ed w 
h,at 
walk 
in,g 
woul 
d be 
the, 
next 
teet 
h sk 
ewa 
nd b 


ridg 
e ba 
sed 
midd 
le-c 
lass 
So j 
rxre 
spon 
sibl 
ere 
lite 
rno 
te,s 
a,ly 
of i 
tse 
mpc 
ompo 
se,d 
ire, 
th,e 
frag 
ment 
(tha 
twa 
sce 
lebr 
ates 
afte 
r, W 
err 
evea 
Ise 
o,ur 
lott 
ery, 
anar 
chic 
betw 
ee,n 
tiii 
me,, 


int 
he b 
ackd 
rop 
Litt 
let 
elev 


ision 
Red | 
ettri 
st do 
wn li 
g,,ht 
on be 
ings 
oldie 
rs pe 
rspir 
ation 
clown 
legit 
imart 


research 
poodle g 
ro cery, 
which ca 
ts later 
ladder | 
itter le 
tter lat 
tice col 
lapse be 


came al 
eft-wing 
language 
com,b co 
llages U 
sury, th 
inning t 
he st di 
ary ruct 
ural mas 
ks sea i 
ntellect 


, te llect contours 
whirled flash, froz 
en around between i 
rty appparatus anti 
-monumental had lef 
t the looki undergr 
ound ng fine handwr 
iting underg rox ne 
wsp,aper documented 
they froir scrawled 
cou uffed long, ins 
te,ad erotic Id rra 
dical the football, 
the snow-jelly fles 

h, lightning one th 

e bitter illuminate 

d taped step wander 
ing too and an earl 
ier much and then e 
liminated t,hat did 
apartment here, bro 
ken torpedo, st aro 
und the, around the 


O2 2052015 


appparatus, tea collect 
contours around whirled 


yes 


antiflash, frozen zen 








between dirty shirts 


monumental head leaf 





took the looking 





£ 


underground around fang 


as 


fine wine hardware 





handwritten rioting 


underdog proxy needs 


wasp, appears documented 
they froth hair 
scrawled coup cuffed 





long, thins team, 





clad erotic lid rramp 


periodical the football, 
their snow-jelly fleas 
hush, lightning one thumb 





eeye bitter illuminate 


dead taped step wander 
wing tooth and and pearl 
pier much and then ends 
eliminated t,hat did odd 


apartment here, broken 
broken torpedo, saint arrow 
around the, around the 


determinate appparatus, tea collect 
contours Sunday around whirled 
antiflash, frozen long points zen 





between rather dirty valley shirts 


Saturday monumental head leaf 





inch took the new looking 
underground Roanoke around fang 
fine moisture wine hardware 
handwritten intersect rioting 


underdog snow proxy late needs 


forecast wasp, appears documented 





ea 


they region froth hair surge 


scrawled night/very coup cuffed 











longafternoon, thins sleet team, 





clad precipitation lid rramp 





periodical the obstacle, sluggish 
their snow-jelly stubborn sign 
hush, lightning abundant thumb 

eeye storm response gulf illuminate 


Arctic taped step wander zero 





wing negative tooth and pearl 
pier much week freeze raining 
eliminated single glacier odd 





freezing ribbons broken 
broken torpedo, ice spots 





around the, around the 
quickly layers accretion 


contours Sunday around 
whirled thousand dreaming 





antiflash, frozen long 
points zen noises monster 
between rather dirty 





defy valley ourselves shirts 





determinate appparatus, tea 
collect tabor and veena 


whirled thousand dreaming Saturday monumental 
antiflash, frozen long new looking leaf 








points zen noises monster around fang 
underground Roanoke wine hardware around 
fine intersect rioting late needs Sunday 
determinate appparatus, tea handwritten 
collect tabor and veena underdog snow proxy 





defy valley ourselves shirts moisture contours 





vas 


shadow forecast wasp, appears documented 





they cultivated region froth hair surge 
scrawled night/door very coup cuffed 
long afternoon, thins shape sleet team, 
walking could sunny green light 


ancients forecast appears everything 
they cultivated transcendental myth 
scrawled night/door very coup cuffed 











long afternoon, thins shape sleet team, 
walking long after, long after noon 


periodical harmonium chair maracas the 





obstacle, sluggish harmonium chair maracas 
their snow-jelly stubborn sign 

hush, harmonium chair maracas lightning 
abundant thumb eeye storm response gulf 
illuminate harmonium chair maracas 





Arctic experience taped step wander zero 
wing negative innocence tooth and pearl 





pier much week experience freeze raining 





eliminated single glacier odd innocence 


freezing ur reason ribbons broken 





broken torpedo, ice spots 





around the, around the 





quickly layers ur eye zen accretion 


seems energy chains are 
Fad 


the forms of expanse 
melting in the 





cave gold numbers mouth 
walk 
around 


on mud roads 


occupied cast fire 





immense feathers 
folding rubbish 





Suitcase flute 


in the 


foaming rain 


devouring sensual 
resist 


mercurial eternity 





hair 


going 
to drown 
in the portal recoil 





drown in the porous rain 


